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Will you please join me in Luke Chapter 15 one more time, with all its parables about the lost 

being found. 

 

Several years ago we went to the Magic Kingdom.  The Saltzmann’s went to Disneyland.  At the 

end of the day, we found ourselves in one of the gift shops on Main Street USA.  We told the 

boys that they could select a souvenir, but we established a budget for them for their selection. 

 

Jonathan and Daniel both picked out a Mickey Mouse Light-up Wand, which were quickly 

utilized as light savers as they went at it with each other.  Ryan, who was four-years-old at the 

time, he came up with a rather interesting and curious selection.  Ryan decided that his souvenir 

would be a premium Mickey Mouse Pancake Flipper.  It was basically a spatula!  Among 

spatulas, it was a pretty cool spatula.  He was decided, determined. and mind was made up.  It 

was a cool little spatula with a Mickey Mouse sleeve, and with a hand that was shaped like a 

Mickey Mouse hand. 

 

We told him it was okay to purchase it if that was what he wanted to get.  Then, moments after 

the purchase, Kristy and I saw and understood why Ryan wanted that spatula.  He promptly took 

his premium pancake flipper and snuck behind his brothers, and started swatting them on the 

back side—it was really an older brother spanking distributor! 

 

Question:  How many of you have siblings?  How many of you know anything of some of the 

turbulence, or even turmoil, that might happened in sibling relationship?  Overwhelming so, I 

see!  This morning we have a glimpse of such sibling turmoil here in the Gospel of Luke Chapter 

15.   

 

Once again, we enter into this great chapter of Scripture.  I have mentioned repeatedly that this is 

often referred to as The Lord’s Lost and Found, for Luke Chapter 15 is comprised of three 

parables, each on depicting the joy and the celebration that occurs in Heaven when lost sinners 

are found.  When they have hearts that are humbled in repentance, and they come home.  There 

is joy in Heaven and the Lord Jesus wants us to be filled with such grace, that we are a part of 

His rescue mission and that we rejoice when sinners come home.   

 

So the three parables are The Parable of the Lost Sheep, the Parable of the Lost Coin, and The 

Parable of Lost Son, sometimes known as The Parable of the Prodigal Son.  This third parable 

seems to be the prominent story of this chapter.  We perceive this because of its length, because 

of its detailed development, and because of its subject matter.   

 

The Parable of the (Understandably) Irate Son 

Luke 15: 25 -32 
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This morning we come to Part 2 of this so-called Parable of the Lost Son.  What we discover is 

that not everybody rejoices when the lost are found.  This portion of Scripture confronts us with 

even a sense of resentment that can rise up in a human heart when free grace is bestowed upon 

somebody who has been guilty of sin. 

 

We remember how Jesus began this Parable of the Lost Son.  In Verse 11 Jesus said, There was 

a man who had two sons.  So from the very beginning, Jesus intended to develop both of these 

characters. This morning we get to be introduced to the second son.  What we see is that there 

was some tension and some resentment that occurred.   

 

As we recall all that we dug into last week, we understand that this was something more that just 

a moment of sibling rivalry that characterizes so many households.  What we recall as we think 

about that first portion of the parable, as we are first presented to the younger son,  this is a story 

in which something truly reckless and deeply disrespectful, even disgraceful, occurred.  

 

He was not portrayed for us as a married man.  Therefore, in Jewish culture, he was probably in 

his teenage years.  He approached his father and did not ask, but made a demand.  He told his 

father to give him his portion of the inheritance.  He did this ahead of the game, before his father 

had passed on.   

 

He wanted what he thought he had coming to him—and what he knew by law in that culture of 

what was coming to him.  He was so audacious that he would go and make such a request.  And, 

amazingly, the request was granted.  It was not common, but is was permissible, so the father 

told his younger son okay and that he could have what he was asking for. 

 

As we read on, we see that this young man converted all his resources to cash and went off to a 

territory of pagan Gentile vices, and he squandered all the money that he was given.  He spent all 

that he had on reckless and riotous and sensual sinful living.   

 

Then he hit rock bottom.  This young man experienced something of a one-two punch.  First, all 

the money ran out.  Second, there was a famine that hit the land, with all the economic difficulty 

that such conditions would bring.   

 

It seemed like he had a stroke of luck as he was one of the few who was able to get somebody to 

hire him.  But then the one who hired him promptly told him to go feed his pigs.  To all the Jews 

who were hearing the story, they would have heard that with a gasp.  We remember that the Jews 

considered pigs unclean animals.  This is an offensive picture that is presented.   

 

Then the young man had a sudden awakening in the pig sty while feeding the swine.  It seems 

that when he was in that place, he had a breakthrough and remembered his father’s character.  He 

remembered that even his father was not stingy with his servants.  He provided for them in such 

a way that they even had more bread than they needed.   

 

The son finally understood what kind of man his father was.  Then he had this evident moment 

of brokenness when the said, I will go to my father and I will tell him that I have sinned against 

heaven, and I have sinned against you.  He wanted the chance to get his feet back in the door. 
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Understand, he was not simply humbling himself when he requested that he be one of the 

household servants.  He was willing to take a place of great humiliation, if it could be that his 

father would find it in his heart for that. 

 

The son went back.  The father saw him coming in the distance, recognizing his silhouette and 

the walk.  The forgiving spirit of the father was immediately made known when we see him 

doing what dignified landowners never did.  He girded up his loins and he ran to greet his son. 

 

Brothers and sisters, as far as I know, that is the one an only place in Scripture where God is 

depicted as being in a hurry.  He ran and he greeted his son with tears.  Then his son said, I have 

sinned against Heaven and against you.  The father cut him off, and did not even let him finish 

his speech.   

 

We know this as The Parable of the Prodigal Son.  How about The Parable of the Prodigal 

Father, just pouring out grace upon his son—When he said, Cover him with the best robe that we 

have.  When he said, Honor him with a ring on his finger.  When he said, Equip him with shoes 

on his feet. 

 

Then he said that they were going to have a party, and they killed the fattened calf and they 

celebrated.  Here in this picture, Jesus is depicting a portrait of the grace of the Living God.  This 

is such good news in the ears and in the hearts of those who know their sin and their guilt before 

God. 

 

Not only can they be forgiven, but they can be cleansed, and they can be restored.  Their place in 

this Kingdom can be celebrated.  And it is a beautiful story of the forgiveness and, beyond that 

forgiveness, the grace of God. 

 

Now we continue, and we have something of what I think of as the aftermath.  Continuing in the 

parable, we have the response of the older, dutiful son, who remained active about his 

responsibilities in the life of the family; Who had not dishonored his family name; Who had not 

broken his father’s heart; Who continued on, contributing to the welfare of the family. 

 

We now see the response of the older son.  Let’s see what is written for us in Luke Chapter 15 

and Verses 25 to 33: 

 
25

”Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he 

heard music and dancing.  
26

And he called one of the servants and asked what these 

things meant.  
27

And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has 

killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’  
28

But he 

was angry and refused to go in.  His father came out and entreated him, 
29

but he 

answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never 

disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might 

celebrate with my friends.  
30

But when this son of yours came, who has devoured 

your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’  
31

And he said 

to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.  
32

It was fitting to 
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celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and 

is found.’” 

 

So we have here in this text a parable within a parable.  I have called this portion of the saga The 

Parable of the (Understandably) Irate Son.  There is a word that is used to describe him in Verse 

28, and that word is angry—ruffled, torqued, beside himself. 

 

Yes, I have called this The Parable of the (Understandably) Irate Son.  But notice, I did not call 

this The Parable of the (Rightfully) Irate Son.  I did not call this The Parable of the (Fittingly) 

Irate Son, as though he was justified before God in his anger. 

 

But in calling it The Parable of the (Understandably) Irate Son, I’m just saying that I get it.  I 

can kind of see where this man was coming from.  I can kind of identify with his frustration.  

Maybe some of you can too.  Maybe you have experienced similar things. 

 

What we have before us is a parable that is filled with the real and raw stuff of life, because there 

is within each one of us the human impulse toward equity and fairness and justice.  There should 

be the right consequences that result from sin.  There is the sense within us that there is a price 

tag that comes with being reckless and foolish. 

 

That being understood, and that being the case, I think the overall force of this portion of the text 

coming from the heart of the Christ to is that our sense of such justice and equity is often 

tarnished.  I think what Jesus desires even more is that we be people whose hearts are filled with 

grace, desiring good things even upon the ill-deserving. 

 

It starts with an understanding that we ourselves, in our sin and in our iniquity before the Lord, 

are ill-deserving as well.  So, though we see others who have it, with God, there should be no 

delight in the punishment of the wicked.  But, rather, that they would repent and live.  That 

should be the heart.  That is what needs to be developed within us.  We must fight the good fight 

against resentment toward others.   

 

Digging into what is in this passage of Scripture, clearly the older brother was depicting the 

muttering Pharisees that we were introduced to in Verses 1 and 2, who were gongusmoning at 

the teaching encounter of Jesus as He welcomed those blood-sucking tax collectors and the 

notorious sinners of the land. 

 

This is depicting the Pharisee, and I am under the impression that there is something of a 

Pharisee living in each one of us that we must watch out for.  I know there is a Pharisee living in 

me, and we all must beware of that.  We need to be those who have a heartbeat that is filled with 

grace. 

 

So I want us to look at the movement of this parable.  I want to see if we can observe ourselves 

in the older brother, and that we can take heed to what Jesus taught and be careful, lest our hearts 

become calloused and hardened toward certain people. 
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I think that we are gong to be helped as we first see the son’s dreaded discovery; then as we see 

his surging resentment; then as we see his ongoing blindness. 

 

All these things led to the display of anger that we saw here in this text.  First, we see how this 

portion of Scripture started off what I think was: 

 

1. His Dreaded Discovery (15:25-28) 

 

We go into Verse 25, where it says: 

 
25

”Now his older son was in the field 

 

Where else is the oldest sibling going to be?  That is carrying out the classic stereotype of the 

oldest.  Some people who analyze the behavior of multiple children in the home, they do, in fact, 

see that there is a tendency for the oldest kids to be the rule followers. 

 

I don’t know how accurately that plays out, but here it is the case.  The older son was out in the 

field doing what he was supposed to be doing.  Verse 25 once again: 

 
25

”Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he 

heard music and dancing.   

 

I warned you last week that dancing was coming.  There it is!  Jesus, the Messiah and the King 

of kings, depicted dancing in a positive light.  This is something for us to take to heart. 

 

I’m not saying to have fun at the nightclub with what goes on there.  I am just saying that maybe 

that crazy chicken dance is something that we could be doing!  But let’s get back to the story!  

Verse 26: 

 
26

And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant.  
27

And he 

said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, 

because he has received him back safe and sound.’  
28

But he was angry and refused 

to go in. 

 

What is so interesting to me is that as the older brother approached, he heard the music and he 

saw that something was happening, but he chose to call over one of the servants to get the story 

of what was happening. 

 

Understand, this is a man who carried authority in that home.  Why didn’t he just walk in and see 

for himself?  Did he suddenly become concerned because he was out in the field and he was 

sweaty and dirty, and he did not want to be seen in that condition?  Maybe it was possible that he 

was a raging introvert and he had to figure out just who was there so that the could prepare 

himself.   

 

Or could it be that this man already had an inkling of what was happening in that house?  Is it 

possible that in the same way that the father was longing for the return of the son, the older 
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brother knew that it was going to eventually happen.  He knew that pretty soon that little weasel 

was going to come groveling back.  And there it was.  It was materializing right in front of him. 

 

I live in a house with three boys.  We have a noisy home and there is all kinds of things 

happening.  Would you believe me if I told you that sometimes our three boys tangle with each 

other, to put it mildly?   

 

Could pastor’s boys possibly do those things?!  Sometimes those boys will go at it with each 

other.  There seems to be a very positive correlation between those boys getting on each while 

playing this game called Super Mario Smash Brothers.   

 

However, this is the case in so many homes that have multiple children.  But here is the thing:  

What Kristy and I have observed is that, even though sometimes those boys can really get on 

each other’s nerves and express that fact, when one of them is in trouble or in some kind of 

danger, or when one of those mischievous little boys has purposely lost himself, and the 

desperation rises up within mom and dad, it seems to rise up within them too.   

 

If one of them is facing a medical issue, we have seen the deep concern that is in our other 

children.  And Kristy and I say can say that they do love each other.  Here in this story, we have 

a young man who put himself foolishly in harms way.  He walked out with a fortune in his 

pocket.  He went out alone to travel roads that were notorious for bandits, who were violent 

people.   

 

Throughout this parable, we see that in his father’s mind, he was as good as dead.  He did not 

know what had happened to his son.  Sometimes when Kristy is just an hour late coming home, I 

wonder where she is and what is going on.  I get visions of a car accident.  Has that ever 

happened to anybody else? 

 

But this young man had been gone for a very long time, and here he came back safe and in his 

right mind.  And the response of big brother was immediate anger.  This is what can rise up in 

any of our hearts.  We need to look at this and we need to be careful.  We need to understand 

about indwelling sin and how our hearts can be hardened. 

 

The older brother, he was irate about his brother’s return.  We just need to ask:  Is there anybody 

you know, and you think that they are so obnoxious and stupid and damaging, and they have 

been so destructive that they need judgment to come down on their head.  And you will be glad 

when that happens.   

 

It is a massive struggle for you to think of them in terms of a vision of redemption, of 

transforming, and God showering divine blessing upon them.  Resentment can rise up within us, 

and we need to say, Lord, I will entrust justice to You and the authority that you have 

established.  Help me to love my enemies.  Help not to grow resentful.  Help me to be an agent of 

that person’s transformation, even if it just through my prayers. 

 

We continue, understanding that we need to guard our hearts by the grace of God.  Now we see 

that the dreaded discovery gave way to: 



7 

 

 

2. His Surging Resentment (15:28-30) 

 

The surging resentment rose up and was expressed.  Beginning again in Verse 28, when the 

brother drew near and found out what was happening,  

 
28

But he was angry and refused to go in.  His father came out and entreated him 

 

The picture is that the servants were telling him that his brother was back, and he was safe, and 

to come in!  But the brother dug in his heels, saying he was not going in there.  Then the father 

saw what was happening, and he went out. 

 

First, the father went out on the road to receive the first son back, then he went out of the house 

to try to get the older son to come in.  Notice it says that he entreated him.  He was trying to get 

him to understand, telling him the story.  I would imagine that he was painting a picture of the 

brokenness that he saw in the youngest brother.   

 

Such was the older brother’s heart that he just would not take it.  We see why when we get into 

Verse 29.  The father was entreating the older son to come in: 

 
29

but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you 

 

That is a mild translation.  Douleuo is the Greek word.  He could have chosen the milder word 

Diakonea for service.  Douleuo can be service too, but more often perhaps, it is even used of the 

language of slavery. 

 

This verse could be translated:  All these years, I have slaved for you, Verse 29: 

 
29

…and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that 

I might celebrate with my friends.  
30

But when this son of yours came, who has 

devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 

 

When we dig into what is here and get close to the heart of it, we see what the issue really 

seemed to be with this older brother.  This man attitude was:  I have not been properly 

recognized and appreciated.  Nobody is paying attention to how much I sacrifice.  Nobody 

notices how careful I have been.  Nobody gives me the recognition I deserve. 

 

The internal response was one of great offense, and he became angry of that offense.  One of the 

qualities of self-righteousness that we need to beware of is that we believe that we deserve more 

than what we are getting.  There is something living within each of us, and it is the propensity to 

exaggerate our good qualities and minimize our faults. 

 

We think of our own contribution to a family, to an organization, and to a church and think we 

are the one who is doing everything.  Gee whiz, where is everybody else?!  We just have this 

sense that we are doing so much with all those lazy people doing nothing.  These feelings can, in 

fact, rise up within us.  
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Paul David Tripp in one of his books on the human condition, he warned us all that our view of 

ourselves is about as accurate as a funhouse mirror.  We will maximize certain things so that 

those things are bigger than they really, and we will minimize other things so that they are less 

than they really are.  This young man was saying that he had never done anything wrong.  Wow!   

 

Let’s talk about the nature of the character of the Kingdom of Jesus and the servants of the 

Kingdom.  Let’s just say that it is a fact that you are doing a ton and maybe, in fact, you are 

doing more than other people.  Let’s say you are the one making all the sacrifices.   

 

The nature of the Kingdom is not to allow the inner desire for our name to be lifted up in lights, 

to be presented for all to see, that we might welcome all the accolades to such a degree that we 

begin simmering and getting upset that we don’t. 

 

Instead, the nature of the Kingdom is that our eyes are on all that God has done for us.  We have 

a Father who has showed us His goodness and grace.  Before God, we will be a servant.  We will 

deny ourselves and take up our cross daily.  We will served King Jesus, who has loved us more 

than any person on this earth can or will, and who has done more for us to qualify us for His 

Kingdom.  We are here to serve in the pattern of Jesus Christ. 

 

By the Spirit, that is the attitude we need to replace with what Han Solo and C-3PO and all the 

rest describe as delusions of grandeur.  This young man was telling his father that he did not see 

him and all that he had done.  That is something that Jesus cautioned us to take guard against.   

 

We continue, and we see one last aspect of the son’s attitude.  The funny thing is, I am pretty 

sure that just about all of us can point to such good things that are in our lives.  Maybe it is the 

case that the older son’s surging resentment was related to: 

 

3. His Perpetual Blindness (15:31-32) 

 

This man could not see the goodness and blessing that followed him all the days of his life, but 

we get an indication of it in what the father said to his older son, what he was trying to get him to 

see.  In Verse 31, the father responds older son’s anger. 

 
31

And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.  
32

It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; 

he was lost, and is found.’” 

 

The father began by saying, Son, you are always with me.  You have the place of privilege right 

here by my side.  I have not placed you below or under me.  I have not placed you behind me.  I 

have you right here next to me, where we are watching over this house and property together.  

You are right here with me, not only in your position in this home, but you are right here in my 

heart.  All that I have is yours.  What are you deprived of?  He was trying to get him to see this.   

 

One aspect of resentment in our hearts is that it does not see what it has.  Instead, it keeps its 

eyes on what it covets.  For all that this young man had, he could not get his eyes off the fourth 
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main character of this parable—the fat calf!  For all that he had, he said that he deserved the calf, 

the calf was his.  He had everything else, but he said no to that because he did not have the calf.   

 

That is why we must guard against covetousness, because we can get fixated on something and 

everything else is blurred.  The Apostle Paul, who was a Pharisee of pharisees, said that the 

whole issue of covetousness burned him up. 

 

Then the father said that the younger son was dead but was now alive, and it was fitting to 

celebrate and be glad.  The nuance here is that there was no other proper response.  This had to 

happen.  When somebody comes back from such peril and danger in their right mind, even 

reconciled to Almighty God, there is no other response than to rejoice.  The older son could not 

see this, but the father saw it clearly. 

 

We are able to celebrate in the grace of God that is poured out on sinners, when we realize that 

the grace of God has been poured out on us who are also sinners.  As we wrap us, I want to close 

with this question.  Who in this parable was wearing the soiled garment?  If he still wore what he 

set off in, who was wearing the soiled clothes?   

 

We think of the younger son, right?  He was out in that far country, and whatever clothing or 

clock he had, it was getting stained with wine and then swine.  Pig saliva and whatever else!  He 

came home, and he was in his filthy garment, but then that garment got replaced. 

 

But is he the only one that was in a soiled and nasty garment?  I began thinking about the picture 

that is presented in the prophecy of Zechariah Chapter 3.  I was thinking about how in one of his 

visions of the night, Zechariah saw Joshua the high priest standing in the presence of the Angel 

of the Lord, which is Old Testament code language for the Messiah, Jesus the Son of God. 

 

Joshua is presented to us in that post exilic history as one of the good guys.  He was a good 

priest, a good high priest.  He was one of those that seemed to be really and truly seeking after 

the Lord, and he would have been scrupulous in his observance.  He would have been doing 

everything that he could do to keep the Law of the Lord. 

 

There is was Joshua in this vision seen by Zechariah and what was he found in?  Soiled 

garments!  The Hebrew text actually indicates his garments were soiled with excrement to depict 

that.  Yes, this man who appeared so righteous, actually had such sin in him that his garments 

were soiled. 

 

There was Satan accusing him before the Angel of the Lord, and King Jesus said, Depart from 

me, Satan, this is a brand plucked from the fire.  Take that robe off him and cover him in a new 

one.  This is a picture of this religious man being covered in the grace of God, him needing 

forgiveness too.   

 

This older brother could not see that he carried all the guilt in God’s sight for all his internal sin 

than did his younger brother did for all his external sensual sin.  It takes that awakening that we 

are all sinners in the sight of God, stained with iniquity, both in heart and thought, in attitude and 

speech and in deed. 
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This is where grace begins to rise up in our hearts, understanding that we are sinners forgiven by 

grace.  Then we can start longing for the forgiveness of others who seem so notorious in their 

sins. 

 

What’s the name of our church again?  I suddenly forgot.  Oh, yes, Bethel Grace Baptist Church.  

House of God is Bethel in the Old Testament.  Grace is in the Old Testament but mostly in the 

New Testament.  So, we are the House of God’s Grace.   

 

Grace is not God’s favor upon the undeserving, but to the ill-deserving, those who deserve 

judgment for their offenses.  We need to be a community of grace, and I pray that the Lord will 

help us to be those who have eyes to see the lost that are in our lives.  That we will have visions 

of them being redeemed, and that we will say, Lord, help me to long for that in the way that You 

do, and use me toward that end. 

 

Let’s close in a word of prayer. 

 

 


